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respects the practices common to British sailors in
crossing the line. It is scarcely strange, that in the
frigid, rigid north, among a population naturally rough,
far from home, friends, and the more refining influences
of life, a prey to deadly ennui, imagination should
have taken a fierce and coarse turn.

We cannot sully our pages by detailing the thirteen
different "games" or modes of martyrdom that were
in use at Bergen. Our more civilized age could not
tolerate the recital. In those days they attracted a
crowd of eager spectators, who applauded the more
vociferously the more cruel and barbarous the tortures.
The most popular were those practices known as the
smoke, water, and flogging games ; mad, cruel pranks,
calculated to cause a freshman to lose health and
reason. Truly Dantesque hell tortures were these
initiations into Hansa mysteries. Merely to indicate
their nature we will mention that for the smoke game
the victim was pulled up the big chimney of the
Schutting while there burnt beneath him the most
filthy materials, sending up a nauseous stench and chok-
ing wreaths of smoke. While in this position he was
asked a number of questions, to which he was forced,
under yet more terrible penalties, to reply. If he sur-
vived this torture he was taken out into the yard and
plied under the pump with six tons of water.'

The " water " game that took place at Whitsuntide
consisted in first treating the probationer to food, and
then taking him out to sea in a boat. Here he was
stripped, thrown into the ocean, ducked three times,
made to swallow much sea-water, and thereafter mer-
cilessly flogged by all the inmates of the boats. The